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3 and Tradcſmens-Wives in and about 
the City of Loxnvon, 


Delivered, 
To the Honourable, the KNIGHTS, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes, of the Houſe of C © u- 
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ogether, 


With the Res Ty why the Sex ought thus to Peti» 
tion, as well as the Men ; and the manner how both 
their Petition and Reaſons was delivered, 


Likewiſe the Anſwer which the Honourable Aſlem- 
bly —OSIY Mr. DO —— 


| Whercunts is added the. Propheſie of old Sybils. 
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*” WHY 


THE HO NOVRABLE 
Knights, Citiz:ns, and Burgefles, 


of the Houſe of Commons aflems 
bled'iin Paitrtantnry. 


Themoſ humble Pzririon of ah 


Gcntlewomen, Tradeſ:-mens-wives, and 
many others of the Femall Sex,all Inhabicants of 
the City of Loxpon, and the Suburbs thereof: 


With loweft ſubmiſſion foewing, ei 1; | 
"N Lac wealo wirh all thankfull- hunilty acknow- 
unwearied j , care, and great 
© charge, befides hazatd heakh and life; "Which 
- - oy this Honourable and 
1913 ; Regovene cmbly ve 
eh \Chmvch und Commonowenlth, image 
- for whichnot only we your hambl 
orci aotind in has ark <berao itergoo 
yt «tall wag Een 
bhe pi one 
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(2) 
and abominable Idole of the Afaſſe ſuffered in the Kingdume, 
and that Arch-enemy of our Proſperity and Reformation ly- 
cth inthe Tower, yct not recciving his deſerved puniſhment, 

All theſe under correRion,gives us great cauſc to ſuſpeR, 
thatGad is angry with us, and to be the-chicfe cauſes, why 
your Pious endeavours for a further Reformarion,procecdeth 
not with that ſucceſte as you deſire,8 is moſtearnelilypraied 
for, of all that wiſh well totrue Religion, and the fAlouriſhe 
ing both of King and Kingdome ; the inſolencics of the Pa- 
piits and their Abbettors, taiſeth a juſt feare and ſuſpition of 
ſowing ſedition, and breaking out into bloody perſecutionin 
this Kingdome, as they have done in /re/axd, the thoughts of 
which fad and Barbarous events,maketh our tender hearts to 
melt within us, forcing us humbly to Petition to this Honou- 
rable Aſſembly, to make ſafe proviſion for your ſelyes and us, 
before itbe tos late. 

And whercas we, whoſe hearts have joyned checrefully 
with all thoſe Petitions which have bin exhibited unto you in 
the behalfe of the purity of Religion, and the liberty of our 
Husbands perſons and cſtatcs, recounting our ſelves to have an 
intereſt in the commonpriviledges with them, doe with the 
fame confidence aſſure our ſclycs to finde the ſame gracious 
Acceptance with you, for caſing of thoſe greevances, which in 

dof our fraile condition, do more neerely concerne us, 
& do deeply terrific our ſoules: our Domeſtical dangers with 
which this kingdom is ſo much diſtra&ed, eſpeci 


on us framthoſe trecherqus and wicked = 


ſuch,as we find our ſelves to have as deep aſhare'#s any father. 

 Wecannot bat tremble at the very thoughts of the horrid 
andhideous fafts, which modeſty forbids us now to natne,oc.- 
ond by the bloody Wars in. Germany, his Majcltjes late 
Nottherii Army, how often did —_— whiſleſt 
apt Yelycehomapobrecko us ſo furiouflyypon'the'per- 
dns of thoſe, w off abendace Parents werent able to re- 
ſcue: we with we hadnocuſeto ſpeakuf thoſe inſolcncics, 


29 Anc ok:rapes; gxercifed upon ot 


— a9 


1 <4 


l 6 


— 


> ONDO3, (3) 
\.4 Gur Husbands and Children, which are as deere and tender 
—UuntousA5 the lives and bloaud of our hearts,to ſes them mur- 
thered and mangled and cut in pieces before our eyes, toſce 
our Children daſhed againſt the tones,and the Mothers milk 
mingled with the Intaatsbloud, running downe the ſtreets; 
to ſee our Houſes on flaming fire over our heads : Oh how 
dreadfull would this bee / wee thought it miſery enoogh 
(though nothing tothat wee haye iult cauſeto fearc)bur few 
yeares ſince for ſome of our Sex, by uniuſ diviſions from 
their boſom comforts, to be rendred in a manner Widdowes, 
and the children Fatherlefle, Husbands were impriſoned 
from the Socicty of their Wives, even againſt the Lawes of 
God and Nature, and little Infants ſuffered in their Fathers 
baniſhments: thouſands of our deereſt friends have bin com> 
pelled to fly from Epiſcopall perſecutions into deſert places 
among(t wilde Beaſts,there finding more favour then in their 
native ſoilc, and in the midſt of all the ſorrowes, ſuch bach the 
pitty of the Prelates beene, that our cries could never enter 
into their earcs or hearts, nor yet through multitudes of ob- 
ſtruions could never have acceſſe or come nigh to thoſe 
Royall mercics of our molt gracious Soverrigne, which wee 
confidently hope, would haverelievedus : bur after all theſe 
preſſures ended, we humbly (ignifte, that our preſent fearcs 
arc, that unlefle the bloud-thurſty faRion ofthe Papiſtsand 
Prelates be hindred intheir defignes, our ſclycs herein Eng- 
land as well as they in /re/and, ſhall bee expoſedto that mu- | 
ſery which is more intolerable then that which is alrcady , 
paſt, as namely to therage not of nien alone, but of Devils in- / 
carhate , (as We may (o ſay) beſides the thraldome of our 
ſoules and conſciences in matters concerning God, which of 
allthings are molt-deare unto us, 
- Now the retnembrance of all theſe fearefull* accidents 
aforementioned , doe ſtrongly trove us from the: 
ofthe Woman of Tekos to tall qr >} — of 
his Majeſty, our dread Soveraigne, and cry "yy, 
belpe O yee the noble Worthiesnow fitting in Parliaments” 
And wee hiambly beſecch you, that you wilt-bce's meancs 
to his Majeſty-andtheo Houle of Peeres; that chey- will 
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| (4) 
conſideration, and to adde firength and incouragement to 
your noble indeavours, and further tl:at you would move 
his Majeſty with our humble requeſts, that hee would bee 
graciouſly pleaſed according to the example of the good 
King e/a, to purge both the Court and Kingdome of that 
grcat Idojairuus ſervice of the Maſe, which 1s tollerated in 
the Queenes Court, this ſinne (as. wee conceive, ) is able ro 
draw downe a greater curſe upon the whole Kingdome,then 
all your noble and pious indeavours can prevent, which was 
the cauſe that the good and pious King e{/# would nor 
ſuffer Idolatry in his owne Mother, whote cxamplcif it ſhall 
pleaſc his Majeſtics gracious goadnefle to follow, in putting 
downe Popery and idolatry both in great and ſmall, in 
Court and in the Kingdome throughout, to ſubduc the Pa- 
piſts and their abettcrs, and by taking away the power of 
the Prelates, whoſe Government by long and wofull expe- 
ricnce wee have found to bee egtinh the 11 of our con. 
ſcience and the freedome of the Goſpell, and the fincere 
profetlion and practiſe thereof, then ſhall onr fares bee re- 
moved, and wee may expe that God will powre downe 
his bleſſings ia aboundance both upon his Majeſty, and upon 
this Honaurable Aſſembly and upon the whole Land. 
. . . For which your new Petitioners (bail-pray affe Hionately, 


The Reaſons follow. 

T; may bee thought firange, and unbeſecwing our ſexto 
|f Dre Few ye may of Perition to this Honourable Aſ- 
fembly': but the marter being rightly conſidercd, of the right 

and publique = 


and intereſt wee have in the 
ofthe Church; it: will, as erence 
<ommanded and zequired.. | 
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Thirdly, Becauſe Women are ſharers in the Common 
calamitics that accompany both Clarch and Commony 
wealth, when oppreſſion is excrcifed over the Charch of 
Kingdome whercin they live; and anunlimited power have 
beenegivento Prelares to excreiſe authoricy over the Can- 
ſciences of Women, as well as Men; witneſſe Newgate, 
$mict-ficld, and other places of perſecution, wherein W 9- 
men as well as Men have felt the ſmarc of their fury, 

Neither are wee left without example in Scripture, for 
whenthe State of the Church, in the tine of King f*a/nc- 
7% was by the bloudy enemies thereof ſonght to bee yr- 
terly. deſtroyed, wee find that Efter the Querene and ber 
Maids faſted and prayed, and that Efer petitioned to the 
King in the bclalte of the Church : and though ſheeenter- 
priſed this duty with the hazard of her ownelite, being con- 
trary tothe Law to appeare before the Kirig before ſhe were 
{cnt for, yet here love to the Church cirried hee chorow all 
difticulties,to the perforwance of thar duty. 

On which grounds wee are imboldned to preſent our 
humble Petition unto this Honourable Aflembly, not weigh» 
mg the reproaches which may and are by many caſt upon 
ns, who (not well weighing the premiſſes ) ſcofte and deride 
our good intent. Wee doe it not our of any ſelfe. conceir, 
o pride of heart, as ſeeking to equall our {elves with Men, 
cither in Authoriry or wiſedome: Bur according to onr places 
to diſcharge that duty wee owto God, andhs cauſe of the 
Church, as farre as liethin us, following herein the cxample 
of the Men, which have gone in-this daty before us. 
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A Relation of the manner how 1t 


was delivered, with their Anſwer, 
- feneby Mr. Pym. . 


'T: Hee Petition with their Reaſons was delivered thefourth 

of Feb, 3641+» by Miftrefſe Anne Stagg &Gentleweman 

aud Breng 1-wift, and many orhirs with her of lke _ 
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(6) > 
and quality, which when they bad deliverrd it, aſter ſome time 
ſpent in reading of «t, the Honourable Aſſembly ſext them 
an eAnſwer by Maſter Pym, which was performed in this 
EAnner, 

' MafterPym rame to the (ommony deore, and calied for 

the Women, and ſpake unto them in theſe words : Good Wo- 

men, your Pctition andthe Reaſons have beene read inthe 

Houſe; and is very thankefnlly accepted of, and is come in 

a ſcaſonable time : You ſhall (God willing) reccive from us 
y 
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ropheſic 61d Sybil, 
Which ſecretly ſhee told Tom Mala, . 


WW Hen Scotlands handreth and ninth wnconquered King, 
" The fixteen hundred, thirty and ninth yeare, 
Tnto bis age of thirty nine ſhall Raigne, - 
" . Then ſpall the P apall everthrow appeare, 
© Whithallthe Arts of Europe foal! admire: 
For Scotland ſpat that bleſſed worke begin, 
Then ſhall the whore f Babell, wee had here, 
Bee baniſht quite, which Biſbops did bring in,. 
. Then the brave England which 4s ted ſo blind; 
- By their perverſe Epiſcopapall pride, 
' And TIrelands bameleſſe ſuperſtitions ſiune, 
Shall bee ſuppreſt > ho ceuelly bave cride, 
So thatt,bat ſacred Propbeteſſe Sybilla, 
. Shab foortly. come topaſſe,ſbee rels ToraMilla;'* - © 
| —in Tops tel; my, and 1 myſt tet againe, | 
Threngh Scotland, England. Ircland, France aud Spainc« 
: ITT, rat 'TaNCe 4nd SPAne 
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